
  

 

 

2023 
Congregational  
Annual Report  

 

I am the vine; you 
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Pastor’s Report                                        2023 
 

My dearest friends in Christ Jesus,  
 
“Connected” was (and continues) our theme through much of 2023. As I sat down and thought about our 
congregation, our ministry and what we are all about I kept coming back to Christ, Community and Cause.  
 
How remarkably blessed we are : 
• to have a Jesus who connects us to himself through Word and Sacrament Ministry.  
• to have a Christ wo connects to one another through our life together in fellowship and Service to our  

greater community. 
• to have a Christ who calls us to be his hands, his heart, and his voice through the various cause we 

support and engage in as a family of faith.  
 
Once again, this year, there is much to reflect on and to be humbly grateful for! You will read about much of 
it throughout this report! God is truly at work through all of you who make up the beautifully tapestry of St. 
John’s. 
 
Thank you to all of you for another great year. It is truly humbling and an honor to hold the title of pastor 
here at St. John’s! From the bottom of my heart, thank you for  the love and support you have given to my 
family and I! I look forward to the amazing things we will continue to do together in 2024. We are sure to 
have challenges and  joys; laughs and tears, but through it all will be our constant… Our Christ who keeps us 
connected to him and one another!  
 
There is no better thing! And there is no better place to be! Thanks St. John’s Family!!  

2023 Highlights 2023 Official Acts 

 The Development of a “Mission” ministry team. 
 Continued and more intentional work in the De-

pew Lancaster area through various support 
ministries.  

 Support for those experiencing the unexpected– 
The Arno family, Zakrzewski family, St. Paul 
Blossom  

 The retirement of Lois Will– How fortunate we 
have been to have her these last 40+ years 

 Welcoming Camden as our new organist.  
 The kick off of a much needed photo directory!  
 Book of Life and Hope 
 Development of a “operations manual” 
 The return of “Faith Stepping Stones”  
 New Conference Room with updated Technology 
 New Christmas Decoration… “cradle to cross”  

Baptisms-7 
Weddings– 3 

Funerals– 8 (member only)  
Transfer In– 6 
Transfer out– 4 

Removed– 5 
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President’s Report 2023   
 

 
It has been an honor to serve as President at St. John’s for the past 2 years. It’s been another full year of 
blessings and activities. I have seen so much generosity and kindness from our leadership and members 
this past year. We are active in the congregation and the community, and God has blessed us. Here are a 
few highlights from 2023: 
 
On February 24th we had our annual congregational dinner, with over 90 people in attendance. Our guest 
speaker was Audrey Hamernik, from the village of Depew. She spoke about the Community Center and 
the new planned laundry facility. A big thanks goes out to Pastor and the youth for their hard work with 
the meal preparation. 
 
A new conference room was built in the basement by Larry and his brother. They also installed carpeting 
in some of the BLAST classrooms, and had repairs done to the roof. We are grateful to Larry and the 
Trustees for the work they do to maintain and improve our church. 
 
On May 20th we had another plant sale, put together by Lois Will. The profits went to the Zakrzewski 
family. Thank you to all who took part in this event. 
 
During the summer several members of our church helped at the Depew Community Center cleaning and 
sorting the laundry supplies that were donated by St. John’s. Also, several members helped with the 
backpack distribution at the Community Center. Thank you to all of you who donated laundry soap, fabric 
softener and school supplies to help those in our community who need of assistance. 
 
We also sponsored a day trip for the children who attended Camp Joy at Our Savior Lutheran Church. 
This was appreciated by Barbara Glover, the director of the camp, and the children. 
 
On August 19th we had a congregational picnic at Pioneer on the Lake. This was a huge success with 
over 90 members attending. Thank you to Cheryl Bolling and Dana Besch for coordinating this event. 
Many of the youth spent the night at the Camp and had a great time. Our youth, numbering over 25, have 
been very active and are the future of St. John’s. 
 
For over 40 years we have had the pleasure of having Lois as our organist and also having Joe Momot 
become a part of the music ministry. We were also blessed by a young man named Camden Church who 
is an organist brought to us by Joe after Lois’ illness. Also, our band is a vital part of the late service. 
 
There are so many people and committees to thank and I am grateful to all of them and to all of you, 
members of St. John’s family of faith. May God bless you in the New Year! 
 
Laura Tirone     
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Elder’s Report 2023 
 

In 2023 St. John’s connected & celebrated.  We made it our initiative to better connect to our church 
family.  To learn more about each other and use our talents to better this side of the Kingdom.  We celebrated 
anniversaries including Pastor Galen’s and Tom Bluhm’s 15 years and Melissa’s 5 years.  We celebrated an 
amazing servantship of Lois Will who blessed this church with 43 years of commitment and exceptional music.  
She has been a pillar for St. John’s music ministry and a true servant. Thank you so much for everything that 
you have done for St. John’s!  

 I am sure all the elders would feel the same when I say, “It has been a privilege to serve our church in 
2023.” It has been our goal to provide a meaningful and Christ centered worship experience for our 
congregation and the surrounding community.  This year we continued moving forward towards “The St. John’s 
Style Of Worship”.  Thanks be to God and the power of the Holy Spirit which gave us the guidance and ability 
to succeed. Our Radio Ministry has played a significant role in our outreach to spread God’s Word.   We have 
been very blessed and express many thanks to all those involved in the Radio ministry this past year. Special 
thanks to Jim Kless who coordinated our extraordinary commentators, Johnny Sabadasz, Darlene Schwenk, 
Debbie Wisniewski and Karen Dowdall.  We also want to thank Pastor for the continuous efforts that keep 
improving our broadcast every week.  If you haven’t seen it lately, you should visit our website and see the 
fantastic improvements that have been made.   

Many thanks are due to our various Deacons; we were able to visit our members again and grow our 
Deacon program.  Great thanks to them who took time to visit those unable to be with us week after week. 
These dedicated servants are filled with compassion and with humility as they serve their brothers and sister in 
the name of Jesus.   

The Board also wishes to thank Lois Will, RJ Neiman and the Praise Band for their dedication and 
commitment to providing Christ centered music as we worship our Jesus. We were very blessed to have the 
Choir & Praise Band providing us with inspiring music. The Saturday service has also been enhanced with the 
recorded hymns being played on the new organ, special thanks to Lois. Special thanks also to Joe Momot who 
selflessly stepped in to play the organ for us whenever we needed it. Even more, Joe was able to introduce us 
to Camden Church and has trained him to become our next organist. This has been a very exciting time for us 
and we are looking forward to the future with these great organists. We are truly blessed to have such talented 
musicians and singers in our midst. Just a side note, we are still in need of all musicians for anyone who might 
be interested.  

To Tom Bluhm and all the others who assisted in the collection and distribution of food goods to local 
pantries and to Betty Cavaleri and the members of the Altar Guild, for their reverent care of our Lord’s Altar 
and the gifts he gives to us in the Sacrament.   

The members of our board have worked diligently to achieve our goals.  We are so grateful for all of the 
works those faithful servants have done at St. John’s and beyond.  As we move forward, we can see God’s hand 
at work helping and guiding us to continue what those have started.   

 In the upcoming year, we are returning all of the members to the board and look forward to continuing 
full speed ahead. We will also be utilizing alternate Elder’s to assist the board this upcoming year, Leslie 
Maciejewski, Steve Plewik and John Gauthier agreed to join us in serving the Lord. We look forward to 
continued work in worship and the spiritual wellbeing of St. John’s, we look forward to the wonderful 
opportunities of growth that God will provide and we are excited for the opportunities that are ahead of us.  

 On behalf of the Board of Elders’ thank you!  We ask for your continued prayers and support as we 
continue in the Lord’s Work here at St. John’s and beyond! Thanks be to God.  

 
Respectfully,  
Rod Lorenz, Chairman 
  
Betty Cavaleri, Harold Deutschlander, Karen Dowdall, John Fragale, Jim Kless, Amy Krupa, Barb Perry, Bob 
Plewik, John Preston, Ken Schabert & Tom Stutzman 
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Trustees Report 2023 
 
 
It has been a pleasure to serve the St. John’s community, and we are respectfully submitting our Annual 
Report for 2023.   
 

• Basement cleanout 
• Conference Room addition in basement 
• Island in large basement 
• BLAST classroom updates 
• Property appraisal completed in May by GAR Associates 
• Roof replaced and repaired by Murray Roofing 
• Parking lot sealed and re-striped by Thomann Asphalt C 
• Boilers checked by Danforth and Fire Alert System inspected by Great Lakes Building Systems 

 
Special thanks to Tom & Sue Bluhm for the work that they do around the church, keeping the building and 
grounds looking beautiful for worship services and special events. Thank you to Billy Rindfuss for his work 
on the BLAST classroom updates and basement Conference Room.  
 
It has been a pleasure serving and we look forward to the opportunities that are sure to be ours in 2024 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Larry Rindfuss, Head Trustee; Guy Ramey, Trustee; Gary Hillman, Trustee 
 
 
 

Stewardship 2023 Annual Report  
 

I would like to thank the congregation for their God led stewardship that allowed St. John’s to continue our 
programs from the youngest to the oldest.  
This year, the Stewardship was focused on the giving of our own individual time and talents tot his church 
and the community. 
 
Stewardship cards were used to learn more about our members and to learn our congregations willingness 
to serve our Lord. We have been involved this year with: 
The Depew Community Center 
Christmas Tree Family Giving 
Food Pantries 
Potential Admission to Greenfield’s residents for visitation with spiritual presence showing God’s Great 
Love 
Ongoing talks with the Greenfields clergy to help with patients services. 
 
Thank you for all your help & support! 
 
Ed Lorenz, Chairperson 
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Youth & Family Ministry 2023 Annual Report  
 
 
 St. John’s  continued support of our Youth & Family Ministry Program is deeply appreciated by eve-
ryone!  We are blessed not only with everyone’s ongoing support, but also by our truly amazing, terrific, ener-
getic, and caring young faithful servants as we work, learn, and grow together in our faith. 
 
In addition to our below 2023 year in review and our weekly Sunday Holy Grounds, our busy youth eagerly 
serve and assist with other church ministries such as our radio broadcast, altar guild, ushering, service read-
ings, praise band, and assist members with home odd jobs & other community service opportunities.  We, 
our St. John’s Faith Family, are truly blessed.  
 
Events of note in 2023: 
 
February- Family & Friends Bowling, Assisted with the Annual Congregational Meeting & Spaghetti Dinner 
 
March- Buffalo Battleground Event with the Youth 
 
April- Easter Egg Hunt, Party, & Cross Making; Assisted with Butterfly Hanging; Progressive Dinner/Bowling 
& Bonfire Event 
 
May- Assisted Lois in unloading plant sale plants; Pioneer on the Lake Jr. & Sr. High Work Retreat 
 
June- Family Lutheran Charities Bison Baseball Nite; Dana attended LCES Grant Dinner 
 
August- Pioneer on the Lake Congregational Picnic 
 
September- Donated School Supplies Dropoff; Pioneer on the Lake Jr. & Sr. High Work Retreat 
 
November- Youth  Lock-In/Sunday Service attendance 
 
December- Ice Skating/Pizza Party; Assisted with Blessing Bags and Pageant rehearsal 
 
 
.  .  .  as we look forward to sharing our many 2024 Youth & Family Ministry Adventures together! 
 
 
 
God’s Blessings and Peace Always to our St. John’s Faith Family,  
 
Cheryl Boling 
Youth & Family Ministry Chair 
bolingc81@gmail.com/716-704-9324 
 
Dana Besch 
Youth Director 
danabesch@gmail.com/716-523-3262 
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Shepherd’s Staff Ministry 2023 Annual Report  
 
 

The mission of Shepherd’s Staff is to support and encourage one another in our Christian faith within the 
church and in the community and to support the overall mission of St. John’s. The two main initiatives are 
hospitality and outreach, which often go hand-in-hand. 
 
 
Hospitality: From Romans 12:12 “Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.” This 
initiative, the “social” part, is demonstrated through the various receptions we offer such as funeral lunches, 
the annual congregational dinner and Veteran’s Day reception, beautifying the church with flowers during 
the different seasons and supporting the many social activities that occur throughout the year in conjunction 
with other Council Ministries. 
 
 
Outreach: From Matthew 25:40 “...Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me.” This initiative, the “serving” part, includes care to families in crisis, the 
greeting card ministry, gifts for our shut-ins (done in conjunction with our communion deacons), support 
within our community such as the Christmas Giving Tree, supporting the newly established Depew 
Community Center, Tri-Community and St. Luke’s Food Pantries and Camp Joy. Outreach initiatives change 
based on community needs and we are always looking for ways to help others. 
 
 

2023 Highlights: 
 
-3 funeral receptions 
-Annual Dinner (approximately 90 served) 
-collected personal care and food donations for Tri-Community & St. Luke’s Food Pantries 
-shut in gifts 
-collected laundry supplies for the Depew Community Center 
-helped with “clean up” at the Depew Community Center 
-collected school supplies that were distributed to children in the community 
-Veteran’s Day reception 
-provided Thanksgiving and Christmas meals to families in the community 

 
 
It has been an honor and pleasure to serve on the Council as Shepherd’s Staff Chairperson for several years. 
I look forward to seeing what’s in store for this ministry under new leadership. 
 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Helana Geisen, Chairperson 
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Board of Education 2023 Annual Report  
 

 
Year in Review - Summary of Activities 
 
 The BLAST classes colored pictures for Easter for the Greenfield Residents. 
 Twenty (20) new small chairs were purchased for the Preschool and Kindergarten 

children.  
 Spring Mission project collected laundry items for the Depew Community Center. 
 Extra Sunday School supplies were donated to Camp Joy for their summer program. 
 Sunday School BLAST kicked off on September 10, 2023 with 57 registered students.  
 BLAST Fall/Winter Mission ran October 15th through December 17th gathering toiletries 

for Blessing Bags for the Tri-Community Pantry and food donations for St. Luke’s Food 
Pantry. 

 The BLAST classes colored pictures for Thanksgiving for families in need and the 
Greenfield Residents. Cards were also provided by each class to send to an Army Ranger 
(Luke) recently stationed in Syria. 

 The BLAST Christmas pageant was held December 17th during the 11:15am service. The 
pageant involved the congregation along with the children in telling the Christmas story.  

 BLAST classes colored pictures for Christmas for the Greenfield Residents. 
 Monthly BLAST newsletters were provided for teachers and families and large group 

meetings and activities were held for grades Pre-K through 5th grade throughout the school 
year. Attendance certificates were given to BLAST students with perfect or near perfect 
attendance at the large group meetings. 

 Youth grades 6 and up continued to gather on Sunday mornings in the Youth Room. Pastor 
met with the Confirmation Students every other Sunday. 

 Adult Education classes continued to meet every other week in between services, 
opposite the Confirmation Classes. 

 
A special thank you to all the BLAST and Youth teachers and administrators including Pastor 
Galen, Dawn Smith, Colleen Kilanowski, Jamie Bluhm, Heather Horth, Deann Lorenz, Dana 
Besch, Kaylin Pauly, Tony Martino, Kim Castiglione, Chandra Jagielo, Laura Tirone, and Beth 
Lasky for your time and dedication provided for Christian education at St. John’s.  
 
Thank you to all the parents and grandparents for your continual support! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kim Lorenz 
Board of Ed Chair 



12 

Financial Report 2023 
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DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION?                                                  DO YOU NEED ASSISTANCE? 
 

The following members of St. John’s stand ready to help you in whatever way possible: 
 
President of the Congregation: 
 

     Jamie Bluhm ...............................................................................................................................................................................  479-2633 
 

Board of Elders: 
 

Rod Lorenz Chair ..................................................................................................................................................................  683-6771 
Betty Cavaleri.........................................................................................................................................................................  685-4056 
Harold Deutschlander ................................................................................................................................................. 684-3522 
Karen Dowdall ..........................................................................................................................................................................  391-1171 
John Fragale ...........................................................................................................................................................................  597-9388 
John Gauthier ............................................................................................................................................................................  310-8119 
Jim Kless........................................................................................................................................................................................  644-4440 
Amy Krupa ....................................................................................................................................................................................  681-6068 
Leslie Maciejewski .............................................................................................................................................................  481-6975 
Barb Perry....................................................................................................................................................................................  983-7064 
Bob Plewik ...................................................................................................................................................................................  430-0325 
Steve Plewik ...............................................................................................................................................................................  430-6211 
John Preston .............................................................................................................................................................................  681-1294 
Ken Schabert ...........................................................................................................................................................................  937-9994 
Tom Stutzman .............................................................................................................................................................................  937-6511 
 

Board of Trustees: 
 

Larry Rindfuss ........................................................................................................................................................................  632-0830 
Gary Hillman .............................................................................................................................................................................  684-5126 
Joe Momot ...................................................................................................................................................................................  998-5462 

 

Financial Director:  Mike Brown………………………….. ...........................................................................................  901-6219  
 

Stewardship:  Ed Lorenz ......................................................................................................................................................  683-0444 
 

Secretary of the Council:  Susan Vriesen .....................................................................................................  685-4135 
 

Shepherd’s Staff:  Becca HojnackI  .......................................................................................................................  517-6640  
 

Board of Education:  Kim Lorenz ................................................................................................................................  863-1787 
 

Family Ministry Chair:  Cheryl Boling .................................................................................................................  704-9324 
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Church Office 
 

Pastor Purpura ............................................................................................................................................................................................  683-3947 
Pastor Purpura E-Mail .................................................................................................................................. pastor@sjlcdepew.com 
Melissa Dietz-Schall, Administrative Assistant ....................................................................................................  683-3947 
Church Office E-Mail ..............................................................................................................................secretary@sjlcdepew.com 
Website: .................................................................................................................................................................................... www.sjlcdepew.com 
Emergency Calls:  Pastor Purpura, Cell ........................................................................................................................ 474-6418 

Pastoral Assistant, Rev. Howard Warner .........................................................................  668-5194 
Contemporary Worship Leader, RJ Nieman .....................................................................  444-5034 
Organist, Camden Church .....................................................................................................................  228-4034 
Custodian, Tom Bluhm ...............................................................................................................................  837-1251 
Sunday School Superintendent, Chandra Jagielo ................................................  308-9738 
 

Sunday School Staff: 
 

Pre-Kindergarten, Dawn Smith .....................................................................................................  796-8826 
Kindergarten, Colleen Kilanwoski ...........................................................................................  684-4008 
Grades 1 & 2, Jamie Bluhm ..................................................................................................................  479-2633 
Grades 3 & 4, Kim Martino ...................................................................................................................  684-6256 
Grade 5, Deann Lorenz ...........................................................................................................................  683-0444 
Grade 6, Dana Besch ..................................................................................................................................  523-3262 
Grades 7 & 8, Tony Martino ................................................................................................................  473-4331 
Adult, Pastor Galen .....................................................................................................................................  474-6418 
 

Choir Director:   ...........................................................................................................................................................................................  TBD 
 

Sunday School Music Director:  Beth Lasky ...................................................................................................  681-6314 
 

Altar Guild:  Betty Cavaleri .....................................................................................................................................................  685-4056 
 

Usher Chair:  Tom Bluhm ..............................................................................................................................................................  837-1251 
 

Prayer Chain Leader:  Jim Kless ......................................................................................................................................  544-4440 
 

Radio Announcers:   Jim Kless, Debbie Wisniewski, Karen Dowdall, Darlene Schwenk 
                                     
Visitation Deacons:  Betty Cavaleri, Deann Lorenz, Dave and Carol Coffed, Jane  
Marone, Karen Shafer, lois Will 
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The Mission of St. John’s 
The Mission of St. John’s is grounded in the  presence of Christ in God’s Word 

and in the  Sacraments. We are called by the Holy Spirit to  spread the Kingdom 
of God through ministering  to all our members and sharing the love of Christ  by 
preaching the true Word of God,  providing  ongoing Biblical education for spiritu-

al growth, and reaching others with God’s love in all we say  and do. 
 
 

The Vision of St. John’s 
We have a vision of St. John’s where… 

We seek innovative ways to carry out our mission while remaining grounded in 
our core values 

All people feel welcomed, valued and loved 
Parents will become equipped as faith mentors to their children with the support 

and encouragement of the whole community 
Faith is strengthened and people are spiritually uplifted 

We joyfully share the Gospel everyday with people outside the church who don’t 
know Jesus as their Savior. 

We strive to model Christ in responding to every situation and circumstance of 
physical, emotional or spiritual need.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light to my path” 

Psalm 119:105  


