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The first Reading is Selected Verses from Exodus 3 and 4 
 

  

God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.”  Then 

he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which 

you are standing is holy ground.”  And he said, “I am the God of your father, the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, 

for he was afraid to look at God. “Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may 

bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.”  But Moses said to God, “Who 

am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?”  He 

said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: 

when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this 

mountain.” But Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in 

the past or since you have spoken to your servant, but I am slow of speech and of 

tongue.” Then the Lord said to him, “Who has made man's mouth?... Now therefore 

go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.” But he said, 

“Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.” 

  

R:      This is the Word of the Lord. 

C:      Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

Please join in the Lenten Litany, found in the bulletin insert. 

 

 

 

The Second Reading is from Numbers, Chapter 21, Verses 4 through 9 
 

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 

Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. And the people spoke against 

God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 

wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 

Then the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that 

many people of Israel died. And the people came to Moses and said, “We have 

sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against you. Pray to the Lord, that 

he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord 

said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, 
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when he sees it, shall live.” So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. 

And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live. 

  

R:      This is the Word of the Lord.  

C:      Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Gospel Verse 

 

C:  Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 

anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

  

 

 

Please Stand for the Reading of the Holy Gospel. 

 

 

 

The Holy Gospel According to St. John, the 3rd Chapter, Verses 14 through 18 

 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

 

(Jesus said:) “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son 

of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For God 

so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 

not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 

condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of 

God.” 

  

R:      This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  


